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Hegislatioe Gouncis,

IWednesday, 2nd October, 1895.
Fusufficiency of Rolling  Stock Rail weys—
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tice Council’s Awmendments, — Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Siv G. Shenton),
toolk the chair at £.30 o'clock, p.r.

INSUFFICIENCY OF ROLLING STOCK ON
RAILWAYS,

THE Hon. F. T. CROWDER: [ huve now
to move: “Thatin the opinion of this House,
“the Government should take immediate
““ sgteps to thoronghly equip the present rail-
“ way lines open for traffic in this colony with
“ rolling stoak.” [ had hoped thut it would
vot have been necessary for me to have woved
this resolution, becawse, last session, in unswer

to severnl questions which were put by me, |

the then lender of the Government iu this
House told us that everything pessible was
Leing done to properly equip the railways of
the colony.  On Septewmber 5th of lust year—
now more than 12 months ago—I asked the
then Colonial Secretary :—

“(1.) If the Goverminent were aware that
many industries depe ndent upon the Goveru-
*“ ment railways for haulage were being ruined,
“and the publi gencrally seriously inconveni.
** eneed, through the railway departuient heing
* unnlhle to supply their demnands Eor trucks to
“unrry un their business? N

“ (2.} What stcps the Government bad tuken
“ to supply heulage power and sufficient trucks
* to meet the present requirenients

“(3.) If the Governwent had any railwwy ' golonies in comnection with the conl mines

¥ trucks ordered that would arrive here wilhin
“amoenth, or the makings of any sach trucks
" that could he put togaether here within such
“period? If not, did they not cunsider it
* neeessary, in the inkerests of the colony, and
“to save the public further loss, that they
“should imwmediately take steps to import
* frow ¢itherSouth Australin or Victorin, suff.
“ciont trucks to weet the preseng pressing
“ demands ¥

The then Colonial Secretury (Mr. Parker)
replied . —

“ (1.} The Government are not aware of any

[2 Ocrosex, 1895.]

1
L
}
I
\
]
i
l have been able to get afew, ind at other times
I
i

Rolling Stock on Railways 1175
[ “ industries being ruined through the inability
; “of the Railway Department to supply trucks.
“ Complaints have Leen wude of the wunt of
“trucks at times when there were an unusual
* number of stenmers unloading at Fremantle,
“but every effort is wade to neet the require-
“ ments of the public.

“{2and 3.) Four engines bave lately heen
* obtained, and indents huve beensent to Eng-
“land for a further quantity of rolling stock,
“to be shipped as exrly as the manunfacturers
“can supply it. [t is not at present intended
“to import trucks from any of the other
“ golonies.”

That was the vepiy then, but I can assure hon.
iewmbers that things nre, to-duy, worse than
they were when [ asked these guestions.
Although the Government, ab that ;cime, were
not aware that the induvstries slong our lines
of railway were being ruined, they must have
known that pevple were carrying on at a rute
thut did not puy. T lake it that people living
alongside railwuys huve had sidings put iz,
believing thut the Government would afferd
to them a proper supply of trucks; but such
hag not been the cise. Sometimes these people

nove for a week. L can speuak in regard to
several compunics, and I may pomnt oot that
1 the cnse of the Perth Gas Company, ship
went after shipment of conl has arrived at
Fremantle, and has hud to be takew wwuy
again, because the Government havy not been
in a pogition to supply the rolling stock into
which to wunload 1t. Cowpluints have been
made, and the only reply thatcould L obtain-
ed was that the nvailuble rolling stuck was
required to relieve the pressuro on the jetty,
owing to $wo or three ships coming in togethe..
I need only point out to hon, members the
seriousness of thie cage by nssuring them that,

if a strike were to take place in the other

Perth would be in darkness in less than three
weeks, because, at the present time, the (ins
Company has only about equal to three weeks’
supply of coal on hand, and this ia the face
of their contract by which they should huve
delivered to them 80 wauy hundred tons
per month, They are now fuced with a new
difficulty, because they have contracted to get
four shipments of 600 tons each—one shipment
every three months. If a shipment arrived
and it could not be unloaded, the Gas Co-n-
pany would be liable for from £30 to £50 a
. day for demurrage. I say this is not fajr.
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Then with regard to the Greenmount Quarry
Company, they are being served in the same
way. Sometimes, for three or four days
together, 30 or 40 men are idle owing to the
Company not being supplied with trucks. I
will say, as far as the Trafic Manager is

concerned, that I helieve he does every mortal

thing he can to meet the requirements, but it
is impossible for him to work the railways
satisfactorily when he has not the roliing
stock ot command. Seeing that no diference
haa be¢n made during the last twelve months,
I usked the -Minister for Mines, a few weels
back, the following questions:—

1. What vumber of railway trucks, high
and low.sized, had the Government under
order.

2. When might thoy be expected to arrive
in Weatern Australia.

3, Whea would they be uvailnble to the
public.

4, Had the Government sny material for
building trucks on hand,

The Minister for Mines (Hon. E. H. Witte-
noom) replied as iollows:— .

1. 50 sets ironwork for timber flounta; 50 sets
ironwork for Jow-sided waggons ; 50 sets iron-
work for high-sided waggons ; 11 bogie freight
vans, each of which is equal to two ordinary
high-zided waggons.

2. About end of this month, per Guij of
Genoa,

3. About four weeks after receipt of iron-
worle.

4. The material for building trucksis ready.
Even supposing these trucks were putb into
circulntion, they only awount t¢ 150—a quan-
tity which, at the present day, is simply use-
less. If the Government had 1,000 trucks, I
do not hesitate to say but that they could be
made use of, and would ppy. When we look
at the reply given by the Commissioner of
Railwaye, in nnother place, when he stated
that it takes twelve months after an order is
given for the goods to arrive, I think itis

[COUNCIL,)

necessary thut we should take some steps in -

the matter, and draw the attention of the
Department to the fact tbat there are inore

places in the world than one, where rolling |

atock ¢an be obtained from. [ do not think
hon. members will hegitate to support me in
this resolution, if they will listen to the few
extracts I shall read from the evidence which
was given by Mr. Davies, the Gencral Traffic
Manager, before the Civil Service Commission.
He is asked—
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“4,163. Have you a sufficient supply of
“rolling stock for the requivements of the
“ railways »—No.

“#,164. In what respect is there o defici-
*ency #—'l here iz o deficiency in the cngine
“power, in the conching stoclk, in the live stock
“wagpons, und in the waggons for generul
“ traffie.

" 4,165. To any considerable cxtent ?— Yes,
to a considerable extlent.

" 4,166. Do you find that this defiviency
“interferes with the working of the traffic P—
" Yes.

“ 4,167, Then, T take it, there ave frequent
“deloys in the comveyance and delivery of
“ goodds P—No delays in the delivery,

“4,168. In the transport F~—No delays; but
“we disnppoint our customers, becanse we
*“ cannot supply the necessury waggons,

“4,169. ‘then there is o delay occasionally
* in sending forward goods —There huve been
** delays at Northam, for instance, in sending
“forward the traffic to Southern Cross, owing
“to the department's inability to provide
“ hanlage power.

“ 4170. Huve you received compLunt.s from
“the ¢utside public?—I have received no
' complaints,

“4,171. No compluints as to the delays?—
" The deluys do not umount to wore than 12
' or 18 hours.

“4,172. Goods are not delayed for a week?—.
“ No.

*4,173. By the Hon. D. K. Congdon,—It wus
“s0 in the past¥—Yes, about 18 months ago.
“ 4174 But it is not the case now ?—No.

“4,175. By the Chairman.—Are there any

* instances in which goods are lost in trupeit?

v Yeg

“ 4,301, Then you do not think it is desir-
“ able to wake the arrungements Mr. Bate
* man suggests f—Certainly not.

“ 4,302, The question I would like to ask is
“ whether you stated that the rolling stock
“ wag insulicient »—Yes.

4304, Of all descriptions ¥—Yes.

' 4,30+ But you have volling stock on the
" waynow *—Ido nobt koow whether it is on
* the way. It is under order.

« 4,303. Who orders the rolling stock ?—
* The order is sent home by the Premier. The
« Premier receives the advice from the Com-
“ misgioner of Railways, who receives his
“ advice from the Engineer-in-Chief.

% 4306. From whom does the Engincer-in
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* Chief veceive his advice ?--Aa a rule, from
“ myself.

4,307. Is it taken in every instance?—-No,
“nob in every instunce.

* 4,308. Say you want 40 or 50 carriages or
" u couple of hundred trucks, you make this
*“known to the Engineer-in-Chief 7—To the
“ Minister.

*4,309. Then the order goes home to Eng-
“land. Are you quite sure that what you
“want will he forthecoming ?—1t is not always
“that the goods [ ask for are ordered. I
“simply muke my recommendation, and there
“1is an end to the matter, so far a9 [ am con-
“cernad. Of course, money is not always
* plentiful.

“4,310. Some 12 or 18 nonths ago there was
“a great outery that people could not get
' their stuff in brucks away, for want of huulage

*“power. How are you off for haulage power ?
‘“—Badly off. We are overworking our
“engines. Roughly speaking, there are six

“or eight enginea under repair, and we have
“ to do double work with the engines remain-
“ing. It would be far Letter and cheaper if
“the Departmeat had an ample supply of
'“ engines, s0 that they could be properly over-
“ hauled and repaived.

“4,311, If you had this haulage power, the
“work on the railways conld be done at a
“cheaper rate?—Certainly. It is far more
" expensive to work the encines overtime than
* otherwise.

‘4,312, Are you aware that any more are on
" the rond P—There are none on the rvud but
" geven or eight are under order.

“4,313. Have you plenty of rolling stock in
" the way of crrringes ?-—Not at the present
* time, but there some under order.

*“ 4,314. Will you huve enough when they
“ reach you?—It will be nine or twelve
* months before we can gat them all,

“ 4,315. They are sent cut in pieces P—They

[2 Ocroses, 1893.]

“ are first erected at home, and then taken to

« pieces, and when they cowe to Fremantle in
 cuses they ave put together.

“ 4,316, Do you think you will then have
“a fuir supply of rolling stock P—I consider
“ that the supply will be fair for present
“ requirementa. .

“ 4,317. Do you include the Murchison and
* Coolgardie lines?—I include all existing
“ railways. For the railways you have men-
= tioned [ huve asked for additional stock, I
" Yelieve I am correct in stating that the
'* funds are insufficient to procure them.
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« 4,318, In regard to trucks, howare you off
* For them P-— At present we are fairly well off,
“ althongh there are not quite suficient for all
“ departments. ‘There ure wbout 200 under
* order for the existing lines, and I believe, if
“ we get 200, more we shall be able to meet all
“ requirementsa,

“ 4,319. How wany have you altogether *—
* About 1,500,

" 4,320. And that is vot sufficient >—No. In
“ 1891 we had about 300 wagyons. The treaflic
‘" hag increased so rapidly that we now find
“ 1,600 is not eufficient to weet our present
* requirements, Of course T have heard people
“ compluin that we do oot get carriages and
“trucks. I remember last May that the
“travellers g0 imcreased between TFre-
“ mantle und Perth that we had not enough
« carriages, and we hud to get other vuhicles
« in order to cope with the traffic.

“ 4,321, I know there was un outcry at the
“ time 7—Yes, The Trafic Department is not
“ to blame. If the recommendations we made
* were approved of, we should have had o
* sufficient supply of rolling etock.

“4,377. Again, for a new line, how do you
* estimate the rolling stock you will require
“for it; is there any set rule of having so
“muny carrisges to 50 many miles of line?
“—Asa rule we estimate the traffic, and then
“woa know what stock is required to convey
ik,

“4,378. Take, for instance, the railway to
“Cue and Coolgurdie; do you prepare an
* estimate in detail of the rolling stock you
' will require for them ?—VYes,

“ 4,379, Can you tell us whether the whole
“of the stock you consider youn require has
“been ordered?—No; it has mnot Deen
“ ovdered.

4,380, Not any portion of it ?—I do not
“think so.

“4,381. Did the estimate of your require-
“ments for these linesgoto the Comnission-
“ or P—1'0 the Engineer-in-Chief.

"4,382. Was any reason given why it was
“ not ordered P—Want of funds, I believe,

*4.383. The whole of it was struck out;
“not a portion of it?—The whole of it, I
*“ believe.

*4,384. Have you ever expostulated with
“ the Lngineer-in-Chief for not ordering whalt
“ you required P—I do uot think he could help
* himself in any way. 1Itis & matter for Par-
“linment to provide the fuunds.

«“ 4,385 How long ago is it since your es-
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“ timate wus sent in P—Four or five months
“ ago.

“ 438G. Not more than that?—1 heliove
* abont that.

“ 4,387. It was not hefore the last session of
“ Parliawment ?—I helieve it was four or five
* monts ago. Iecan pive you the exact dnte
“ Ly referring to the pupers.

“ 4,388, "Then, plense, let us have it. )
“ would like yon also to give wsw detailed copy
“of the indent you prepared for the Cuol-
« gardie and Cne Railway P—Very well.

“ 4,389. When a railway is built, and it is
“ sturved for want of rolling stuck, dues it not
“ materially increase the cost of workiong the
“ pailway =it does, nnd ulso increwses the
« difficultiesof the Truffic Munayger.

4,390 Mo a great extent, I presume, you
“ attribute to this cause the difiiculties youn
“ had 12 or 18 months ago when the jetty was
* blocked ?—Yes. 1 huve been put to u great
“ deal of (rouble for wunt of rolling stock and
“ aecommoditsion.

“ 4,301, If you had had the stock it would, T
“ tuko it, have cost the country less to carry
““the trnlic P —There would have licen less
“handling, und, consequently, n reduction in
“the working expenses.

4,392, Can you tell us how the working
“ pxpenses would be inercased P—In the first
“ place we receive goods from the ship; they
“are then taken to the warehouse, and stacked
“up many feet high; other carge is then
“brought in and stacked in front of, nr he-
“fween the first los, ¥rom tiwe to time the
“ stacks are multiplied, and thew, when we
“ come to handle th : original stock, the cost
< of extricnting it is of comrse considerable,
“whereas, if we had a sufficient number of
“trucks we¢ might possibly take the cargo
« straight away ex ship; if not ex ship, we
“could immedinfely load it from the ware-
“honse after discharge ez ship.

“4.393. 1 presuwe you have poinled thisout
 to the Commissivner of Railways #—Yes.

“4,374. And have shown him thut the cost
“of working the railways is more than it
* it should be, owing teo the insulficiency of
“the rolling stock ?—Yes, and for want of
* aecommodation.”

+ % 43539, By the Hon. D. K. Congdon.—At

“our last mecting we asked you to get ussowe

“ returns. Have you got them?—Yes. The
“ first you asked me for was for Lthe particulars
“ of the rolling stock T had requisitioned for,
“ the Southern Cross - Covlgardie Railway.

[COUNCIL.]
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“ On 12th January, 1895, [ sent the following
“ memorandum to the Engineer-in-Chief.—
SOUTHERN CROUSS-COOLBARDIE RAILWAY
BOLLING GTOCK.
Perth, 12th January, 1895,
“ Tue BNGINEER-IN-CHIEF—
* The following is my estimute of the Bolling
“ Btock required for thia Railway, in addition
“ to the Rolling Stock now in wiv and unda
« order, viz:—
G Locowotives (Class @), estimuted

cost ... . do., . £1B,000

6 Composite C‘a.rrmaes, do. 4,200
4 Bogie Brake Vaus, do.. 1,609
12 Bogie Cattle Waggons, do. +,800
12 Bogic Sheep Vans, do. 3,200
6 Horse Boxes, do. ... 1,800
20 Covered Foods Vans,  do. 3,600
100 High-Sided Waggouns, de. 10,000
100 Low-Sided Waggous, do. 10,000
12 ‘fravelling Water "Yanks, do. 1,440
2 Powder Vans, do. ... 240

2 Sleeping Carringes, do. 1,600

2 Cold storage Cars, 30te 40 fc::ﬂ
long, do.

Total £62.680

J. Davies,
Genernl 'I'raffic Manager,

“ 4,580, And none of that has been indented
“ for#—No. L shall be sble to explain the
'« postbion presently.

“ 4541, By Mr. Simpson.~—Thetrack is about
“ 120 miles?—115 miles.

4,542, Then you estimate about £500 o
“mile for the rolling stock>—I'batis su, On
“the same day ! seat the following wo the
* Engineer-in-Chief :—

MULLEWA-CUE LKAILWAY KOLLING STOCK,
“Tur ENGINEER-(N-CHIEF—

“'The following iswy estimate of Rolliug
* Btock required for this Hailway, in addition
“ to the Rolling Stock now 1n use, and under
+ order, viz.:—

¢ Locomotives (Class (x), estimated

cost .. £12,000

6 Curriages (Lompomte) do. 5200

2 bIePpmg Carriages, do. 1,600

8 Bopie Brake V;ms, do. . 3,200
14 Bogie Uattle Wagpons, do. 5,600
12 Bogie Sheep Vuns, do. . 2,400
5 Horse oxes, du. .. 1,500
25 Covered Goods V.ms do. . 6,200
150 High-Sided Wuwgons, do... 15,000
150 Low-Sided Waggoas, do. ... 15,000
' 2 Powder Vans, do. ... 240
2 Cold Storage Vansg, do. 500

Total .. £67,740

*J, Daviss,
“Generul Traftic Manager.
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“ 4,343, By the Hon. D). K. Congdon.—-What
“ is the length of the line?—230 miles. This
*is how the matter stands at present.  QOn the
“1st Pebruary the Engineer-in-Chief wrote to
“the Commissioncr of Railways as follows :—
“¢As you will see from the figures now sup-
“plied by dMr. Jull, hereunder, there is only
“some £27,000 wvailable towards complying
“ with Mr. Davies’ request, whkich amounts to
“ £130,420 for the Coolgardie and Cue Rail-
“ ways, and shown hereunder. That ia to say,
** Mr. Davies’ request is nn excess of the rolling
“gtock alrendy ovdered to the amount of
“ £62,680 for the Coolgardio, and £67,740 for
* the Cue Railway, making in all £130,420 as
“above,agninst which we would appear tohave
“funds available to the extent of £27,000
“only.”

*“4,544. By Mr. Simpson.—What does *funds
“available’ mean? There is3 provision in
" the last Loan Act for the constraction and
“egquipment of these railways. Equipment
“ covers the rolling stock, does it not P—Covers
“jt to the extent of £27,000 ounly, and that is
* the difficnlty we experience. Wecannot get
“ the lines sufficiently equipped.

“ 4,543, But the Southern Cross-Coolgardie
“ Ruilway contract was let at £875 per mile.
“The estimnted cost was £2,500 per mile
“'I'his leaves o balance of £1,625 per mile for
“volling stock, plates, and fasteuings. What
*“ia the average coat of the plates P—Lam not
“in possession of the coat.

% 4. 540. Then, really, the contract price is
“ only about one-third of what the line actual-
¢ ly costs ?—The Engineer-in.Chief would be
 able to explain the expenditure.

“ 4,547, 'Then there is only £27,000 available
“ for what you want £130,000 /—That is so.

“4,548. By the Hon, D. K. Congdon.—'{'he
“ money for the Cue and other railways is in-
* ¢luded in the Loan the Government are now
« pusting on the market. Have they expended
« the money before they have it in hand ?P—I
“mean they have only £27,000 availablc to-

** wards purchasing the rolling stock.

“4,649. By Mr. Simpson. —Only £27,000 has
“ heen allowed in the estimate for it ?-—Yes.

“ 4,550, And you canoot rua theline with it?
« —I consider what [ have asked for is neces-
* saty.

“ 4,551, And you are in the position to know -
* what is required ?—1 consider I am in the .

“ best position.
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“ 4,552. Did the matter go any further than
* you hove told us ?2—Yes. [ have veceived o
“memo, from the Engine r-in-Chief, telling
> me that only £27,000 iz available, and asking
*for my advice, which has not been subwitted
“ yet.

“ 4,553. By the Hon. D. K. Congdon.—On re-
“ceipt of thut commmunication, what course
* did yon take ?—J have just nnswered that.
“ The watter is in abeyance.

4,654, By Mr, Simpson.—What is your
* advice P=I can hardly tell you.

“ 4,565. Yon cannot do work without stock ?
¥ —That is my dificulty. There arc outeries
“ phout the insnfficiency of the conching stock,
*“ T have not got it, and therefore [ canmot
“ supply it ; but the position has been pointed
* time after tiwe to the authorities.

“ 4,536. Whean they were compiling the Lean
« Estimates for the House, do they send toyou
“ first to know what you require P—I believe
“ this is tha only instance in which it hus been
** done.

“ 4,557, And that was on the 12th January
“ this year P~~Yes.

“ 4,558, And the Loan Bill was submitted to
“ the House lust year P—Yes. [ seubin my
“ recommendation on 12th January, in reply
“ to Mr. O°Connor’'s memo. of 24th December
1894,

« 4,559. Dy Mr. Solomon.—If the railways are
= properly equipped, a larger expenditure will
* be involved than has riready beon author-
“ iged P—Yes.

* 4.560. By the Hon. D). K. Congdon.—'The
“ railwaysare starved for want of rolling
“ gtock ?—They have been starved, and are
* gtill more or less starved.

“ 4,561. By Mr. Simpson.—And you cannot
“ gntisfy the public with less stock than you
“ huve estimated for ? —No.

“ 4,562. And the position, you mnst take up
* therefore, is that you must confirm your
“ previous memoranda ?—1I shall go into the
“ details carefully.

“ 4563, You cannot ent your estimate down
- 76 per cent.”—Oh, no. When we have traffic
 to handle, the public expeut us to have facili-
“ties for dealing with it.

“ 4,564 I suppose a lob of the stuff you have
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* to haadle is perishahle >—All goods require
* to be dealt with quick!y.

*4,5G5. I suppose in making your estinate
“for the Cue line, you have computed that
* there will be o large timber and coal truffic ?
i*—No.

“4.5066. The matter of the carringe of fucl has
+ not been brought under your wotice P—No.

* 4,568. By the Hon. D. K. Congdon.—The
“regult of the shortness of rolling stoci is that
“the railways cost more for working P—Yes,
** As [ have snid before, wa have to handle the
< goods more; and every time we handle
" goods it menns expense.

“4,568. By Mr, Simpson.— When you renew
“ rolling stock, the cost is charged torevenue ?
“ —VYes.

“4,669, I3 it possible then that they can
“mnke up the difference hetween what they
“have and what you require out uf your
“revenue reburns P—It is possible, but it
*wonld be very unfair to do it. New stock is
o fuir dehit to eapital.

“4,570. You have vot replied to the Engin-
“ ger-in-Chief yet 7~-No,

* 4,571. You have notremonstrated with him ?
“—I way say 1oy difficulties are alsc the
“ Boginesr-in-Chief’s difticulties. He cannot
“get the stock if the fands are not forth-
“ coming.

4,572, Can you give ns some idea of what
“stock you have been supplied with on the
“Southern Cross Railway with?—We know
“the contract price waa £875 per mile. The
“line is 168 miles long, and you have had
“about £350,000 for it. Did the Lalance go
“tor rolling stock P—The KEngineer.in-Chief
“ will be able to annswer that.

" 4,573. Have you had .£200,000 worth of
“rolling etock F—Have you had £100,000
“worth P —No; I do not think so.”

L is not necessary for me to go all through
the evidence, but he showed that, although he
estimaled the rolling stock requirements for
the Mullewa-Cue and Southern Cross railways
at.£130,420,0nly £27,000 could be ufforded, and
the explanition given by the Department was
that they had not suffcient funds to do more.

do not know where the fault lies, and T am
not here to find out. I rather move this

resolution to strengthen the hands of
the Government, and enable them to
get more funds, because it is showm

n this evidence from gentlemen to whom

[COUNCIL.]
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we pay large salaries, and whe may be
considered competent men, that the railways
could be worked fur cheaper, and at & preater
rate of profit, if they were properly equipped
with rolling stock. What we lhuave now is
perfeetly inadequate, and when we rewember
that iu less than six months’ time the Cool-
gardie hae will be opened, L do not know what
is to be done. Besides this, it iagontewplated
to remove the Workshops from Fremantle,
and then another 200 or 300 trucks will be
required, hecause, at the present day, there are
from 300 to 350 comdemned trucks ut Fre-
mantle, which nre used for rewovinyg goods
from the jetty, but which are not sufe to be
used on the main line. 1If the railways were
in the hands of buginesa men, and they could
not get trucks in less time than 12 months
from England, they would go elsewhere, pro-
Lebly to Germany or America, nnd try and
get them. I hope the leader of the Govern-
ment in this House wiill nol oppose this
wotion, beenuse, as [ have suid, I have really
brought this matterforward so as to strengthen
the hands of the Government, and enable
them to get a suflicicnt vote for rolling stock,
and prevent people being ruined or starved in
their enterprises by scunty track accommeoda-
tion,

Tue Hon. R. G. BURGES: I have much
pleasure in scconding thiz motion, because the
wapt of trucks ia felt thronghout the conntry,
In many pluces the settlers have to wait a
week or ten daya before they can get u truck,
and it s only lately that inspectors have lheen
put on the line to look after the trucks and
iheats., 'This is upne thing the Hon, Mr.
Crowder has not mentioned. Often trucks nre
available, but Lthere are no sheets t0 cover and
protect the nroduce. Another thing he did
not mention is the lack of haulage power. A
large amount of steff is now coming from
Albany, and the miserable cogines we have
are nob heavy enough to pick up the trucks at
the sidings in addition to their original load.
I referred to these matbers in seconding the
Address-in-Reply, and [ alluded to the incon-
venience that was cansed vo the settlers.
People who do not live close to the line are
sometimes promised most positively thet they
shall have trucks on the following day. Then
the settlers lenve their work and cart their
produce to the railway, only to have to take it
back again because the trucks are not avail-
able. Wo talk of assisting the Ffarmers, Lbut
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thia aort of thivg ic assisting them backwards,
What is the use of people growing stuff if the
Government will not give them the means of
gotting their produce to market? [ have
much pleasare in supporting the motion.

TagHon, D.K.CONGDON: [,ala0, have much
pleasure in supporting this motion. Speaking
a8 a member of the Civil Service Commission, 1
may suy that the questions the Hon. Mr.
Crowder has rend are those which T put myself,
and T konow, thercfore, that they are correct.
All the way through, the General Traffic
Manager complained that the railways were
starved for want of rolling stock, anrd he said
that the expensea of the department were
materially increased through want of it, and
that the working could be conducted on a
much Jower scale if there were only sufficient
rolling stook, ‘The Hon. Mr. Crowder made a
mistakewhen he said that although Mr. Davies
asked for a £130,000 worth of rolling stock,
only £27,000 worth wus ordered, for, as o
matter of fact, at the tiwe of Mr. Davies’ ¢xa-
mination before the Commission, not n penny
had been sent Home for rolling stock for the
Cue or Coolgardie railways. T understand,
from the Further evidence, that some orders
have been sent, but not nearly to the extent
required, so that it ia essential that attention
should be directed to the matter, and, on this
aceount, I have much pleasure in supporting
the motion.

‘Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou. E
H. Wittenoom}: T do not rise to nppose this
motion ; in fact, I look upon it as a friendly
movement of the part of the hon. member to
place the Government in a position of know.
ing the existing state of affaivs from his point
of view. After what has fallen from him and
other hon. members of this House, the Gtovern-
ment should realise that there is a want of
trucks.

Tue How. B, K. Cowepon: And rolling
stock of all kinds.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenonw): The only excuse that can he
brought: forward for the present state of vur
railways is that the development of the
colony has been 8o preat and rapid that no one
has heen able to foresee it and estimate for if,
and the consequence is, that the Department
has not been able to keep pace with it. [
mizht say that it will be seen from Page 14 of
the Reporton the Working of the Government

[2 OcroBEx, 1895.]
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Ruilways, what has heen done in regard to

rolling stock. Tt says:—
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“From the figures in this table, it will be
“geen that while the increase in number of
* vehicles has been very great, the increase in
“ hauluge powerand carcyi 1g enpacity has been
 still greater, the hanlage power and carrying
“capocity of the vehicles obtained daring the
“last 4} yenrs having, ns already mentioned,
** been greater tkan of those existing in Decem-
“ her, 1890

“ Notwithstanding this large incrense in
‘rolling stock, however, there has never,
“at any tine, been quite suiicient rolling
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“stock for the convenient performance of i “exteut of about .£100,000, in anticipation of
“the traific, the difficulty being to make ade-

“ quate provision for such a rapidly growing
“ business, without, at thesame lime, running
“the risk of overdoing it ; and this diffienlty is,
“of ccurse, very much euhanced by the long
“time which it tukes to procure locomotives
“and passenger carriagres, and iroawork for
“ waggons, from LKnglund, in the absence of any
“local production, such s railways in Europe
" have the advantage of,

“ That isto say, wehave to look so fur ahend,
“fArstly, in askiny for money provision, and
“secandly, in forwarding indents--that it is
“geareely possible to be at all times prepared
“to ncet traflic which accraes, the more espe-
“cinlly us the developtuents of traffic are
* frequently intermittent rather than uniform;
“and, besides this too, the increase,as a whole,
“hag been mnrch grenter thun way anticipated.
It has been made a point that when the
Traffic Manager was examined that he said
that he was ghort of rolling stock. Without
wishing to cast any blume vupon him, I may
say that the Department has to depend upon
him for their knowledge as to what rolling
gtock is required.

Tue Hox. D. K. Congpon: And then you
ignore his advice after he gives it.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H
Wittenoom}: 'I'he Traffic Manager estimated
tho increase to his revenue at £9,436, and
we may take it that his estimate for the
udditional rolling stock was based on what he
conaideredd necessary to earn this extra
awount; bat, in fact, the actnal increase was
£155,436, or an increase of 100 per cent. Then
it goes on :—-

“Thug, for instance, the estimated increase
“ in revenueon the railways for the year 1894-5,
“ pg compared with 1893-4, was £79,436,and the
« additional rolling stock provided for would
“have been quite sufficient to meeb that, but
 ghe actual merease was £155,436, and by con-
“ gequence, the rolling stock has been, and is
“ gtill, somewhat inndequate.

'* The condition of the matter at present is,
“that we have rollngz stock under orderin
« ingland to Lhe extentof about £34,000 (con-
“sisting of 7 locomotives, 24 passenger car-
“riages, anl ironwork for 160 waggons); nenrly
« g1} of which was indented for us far back as
« Janunry, 1895, but none of it aasarrived here
“ yeb.

“There arz also further indents for rolling
“3tous, DOW in cuurse ot preparation, to the

“votes of Parliament duwring the present
“sesgion; and, as  regards  this, [ wmay
“gay that the Government has throughout
“taken full advantage of the money provision
' for rolling stock, and has even, in some cages,
“ exceeded it: possibly not 8o in actual expen-
“diture, but certainly so in incurring
“ liabilities.”

Tue Hon. D. K. Conamox: Mr. Davies’
answers were given thre: moaths after the
date of that Heport.

Tar MINITwR FOR MINES (Hon. k.
H. Wittenoom): 'T'he snme cunditions would
apply. If the devclopments were 100 per
¢ent. mwore than antigipated the Traffic
banzger could hardly be supposed to have
recommended the obtaining of sufficient
rolling stoek to encompass the increuse. At
the sawe time, [ join with hen. members in
regretbing that we have not sconred sufficient
rollin stock.

Tue Hox. J. W. Hacerrr: How is the
£100,00v rande up?

Tug MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom)}: I am going to give you the par-
ticulurs. They are as follows:—

RoLLING STOCK FOR YWESTERN AUSTRALIAN
GoverNMEST RalLways.

Arrived at Fremantle, September 7th.
Tronwork and Wheels ftor 150 Waggons
under order in Xngland and Sonth Aus-
tralia :—
14 Locomotives
32 Passenger Saloons
8 Sleeping cars
*23 Bogie brake-vans
#26 Bogie cattle waggons
#21 Bogie sbeep waggons
11 Horse hoxes
2 Post office Sorting vans

Indents prepared, wad to he forwarded by
next mail t—
10 Locomotives
#30 Bogia covered goods
250 Bogie freight trucks
*0One of thess is eyuivalent to two of the old
type of vehicle.
That is the position of the Department at the
present moment. I may say that cfforts were
made, some time ago, to get rolling stock from
New Zealand, and the Government, to some
extent, were reviled for obiaining sccond hand
trucks; but my idea is that the Government,
in the casc of emergency, should get trucks
wherever they can, if they can provide the
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funds. [ is not the desirve of the Government
to inconvenienge the public, and I may say
that it is intended, in the 'uture, to order suf-
ficient rolling stock of every description which
wmay be required, whether the money is voted
or not. In the interests of the country the
Government will, if necessary, anticipate the
vote of Parlinment so ns tu meet the demand of
the public; but this has not been done in the
past, for the reason [ have nlready mentioned,
that the estimated inerease in the traffic was
so wuch below waat was actually vealised. [ do
not think I'need say move, except that [ fall in
with the motives that induced the hon. member
to biring this matter forward, and I can pledge
the Government to use every effort to see that
our raiflways aro properly equipped. 1t seems
useless to build ratlways unless we equip
them. ‘'I'here is, howcver, some dificulty,
because it tales o long time te get rolling
stock. I am esure if the Kngineer-in-Chief
could bhave obtained some from the other
colonies he would have done so.

Tug How. F. T. CROWD 'R : I am plensed
to have hemrd the remnsrks of the Hon. the
Minister for Mines. One thing that atrnck
me is this: the whole of the rolling stock that
is coming was ordered for the lines in the
Bastern districts, ond that the rolling stoek
for the Northaw-Southern Cross Railwuy will
not be here under twelve moaths, Conse-
quently, the stock which ought to be available
on the Kustzvn Ruailway, will have to be used
to curry freight on the Southern Cross line.
1 do hope the Government wiil try to get more
trucke in less time than twelve wontha. 1
might throw it out us a hint that, perhaps, the
Great Southern Ituilway might be glad to part
with somne of their trucks, ns they have more
than they require.

Question put and passed.

Motion agreed to.

Ordered—"1'hat the resolution be trans-
mitied to the Legislative Assembly, and their
concurrence desired.

PARKS AND RESEKVES BILL.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H, Wittenoom) moved that the Bill be rve-
sommitted for the purpose of Further con-
“dering Clnuses 8 and 12,

Question put and passed.

1¥  COMMITTEE :

Clanse 8 — “Board may make

tions ”;

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. I, H.

regula-

[2 Ocroser, 1895.]
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- Wittevoom) moved to insert the words
“camels ” butween the words ““muies " and

“and " in the 9th sub-section in orduer to give
the Board power to muke hy-laws reguluting
the ingress and agress of camels to Parks and
Reserves.

Question put nnd pussed.

Clause, as umended, agreed to.

Clause 12— Hoards to trauswit accounts to
Treasarver ™ :

The MINISTER FOR MINES (1lon. E. H.
Wittenoom), moved to strike out the word
*"July” in this Clause xnd insert - August”
inlieu theveof, 30 w4 to cowpel Boards to
trunsmib their necounts up to che 30th June
in each year by the kst August, instead of by
the 1st of July as provided,

Question put and passed.

Clanse, as amended, ugrueed to.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

WESLEYAN MELHODISTS (PRIVATE)
BlLL.

This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly and was read o first time.

HROMAN OCATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS
(PRIVATE} BILL.
This Bill wus received from the Legislative
Assembly nnd was read a firss time.

ASSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BILL,
‘This Bill was received from the Lugisiative
Assembly and wus read a first time.

CROWN SUITS BILL.
LEcISLATIVE COURCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The PRESIDENI anuwounced the receipt
of the following the As-
sembly :—

message  trom

Message No, 40.
MR. I’REBIDENT,

The Legislative Assembly acquaints the
Legislative Council that it has ayreed Lo
Amendments Nos. L and 2 mude by the Liegris-
Lstive Council in *“ 1 he Crown Suits Bill,” and
has disagreed to Nu. 3 tor the remwson inaicated
in the annexed Schedule,

Jas. G. LEE STEERE,
Speaker.
Legislative Assenbly Chamber,
Perth, 26th September, 1895,
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Schedule of Amendmenis made by the Legisla-
twe Council in the * The Crown Suits Bill.”

No. 1.—0On pago 8, Clanse 27, line 6: Strike
out “plead or dvmur to” and insert * and
defend.”

No. 2—0n page B, Clause 27: Strike ont
all the words between “ allow,” in the eighth
line, *aad,” in the eleventh line.

No. 3—On page 10, Clause 37, line 4
Strike out* One ” and insert * 'wo.”

C. LEE STEERE,
Clerk of the Council.
25/9/95.

Reasons of the ‘Legislative Assembly for
disagreeing to Amendment No. 3 of the
Legislative Council in the Crown Suits
Bill.

That the amendment of the FLegislative
Counncil increases the limit of the burden fixed
by the Legislative Assembly on the public in
respect of damage for persomal injury sus.
tained through accidents on Government Rail-
ways, and is, therefore, an infringement of the
privileges of the Legislative Assembly.

Warrer A. GaLE,
Clerk of the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at 5.30 o’clock, p.m., adjourned

[ASSEMBLY.]

until Thursday, 3rd October, 1893, at 430

o'clock, p.m.

Donnybrooks Railway Bill.

Tegislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 2nd October, 1895,

Establishment of Weekly Jail Service to Pavker's
Range—Distribution of Parliauentary Paper:
and ** Hansard" Debates— Reservation of Royal
Asseat to Coustitution Act Anendment (Abolition
of Aborigines Board) Kill—Loan [Fstimates,
18056 : introdueed and considured in committe
—{oldfields Bl - considiation qf Committees
i popt=—Electoral BHE: in coumrittee— Luifding
Aet Amendmeat B » in committee—Public
Health Act dwmendment Hill : in  commitice—
Adjonrcument,

Tue8PEAKER took the chair at 4.300"¢lock,

p.m,

PravERs,

WEEKLY MAIL SERVICE TO PARKER'S
RANGE,

Me. MORAN, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether he would instruet
the Postmaster-General to establish a weekly
mail service to the rapidly-growing mining
centre ut Parker’s Range.

Tre PREMIER (Bon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the Postinaster-Generul informed
himn that he would make inquiries, and, if the
muil service to Parker's Range were justified,
he would arrange for ifs re-establishment.

OF PARLIAMENTARY
PAPERS,

Mz, SIMPSON, without notice, desired to
draw the attention of the Premier tothe fact
that the resdJution passed by the House lusl
sesgion to the effect that Hanserd and other
Partinmentary papers should be distributed
throughont institutions in the country dis-
tricts, was not being carried ount.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) soid it
had escaped his knowledge that there was
such n resolution, bat he would have anquiries
made.

DISTRIBUTION

DONNYBROOK 10 BRIDGETOWN RATLWAY
BILL.

Introduced by Sir Joux ForrzsT, and read
a first time.

SUPPLIES FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE TO
BE ADVERTISED.

Mge. RANDELL said: The object I had in

- yiew, 8ir, in placing on the notice paper a



